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INTRODUCTION 

The  grammatical  instruction  and  practice  given  the 
students  in  the  Preparatory  Course  and  Beginner's 
Reader — i  have  prepared  them  for  more  formal  in- 
struction in  that  part  of  grammar  which  deals  with  the 
classification  and  modification  of  words  in  sentences. 
That  is  the  purpose  of  this  course.  A  more  careful 
study  of  the  noun,  pronoun,  and  adjective  is  made  in 
order  that  the  student  may  acquire  such  knowledge  as 
will  enable  him  to  analyze  sentences  and  understand 
grammatical  terms.  The  teacher  should  multiply  in- 
stances, and  never  grow  weary  of  reviewing. 

Most  Coming  Americans  find  great  difficulty  in 
English  spelling;  this  must  have  persistent  and  patient 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  if  the  students  are 
to  become  proficient  in  spelling.  Great  service  can 
also  be  rendered  by  teachers  who  wisely  give  atten- 
tion to  defective  enunciation,  which  is  generally  found 
among  men  whose  mother  tongue  is  not  English. 
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L    LINCOLN'S  FIRST  SORROW 

Lincoln's  father  moved  to  a  new  home.  It 
was  in  the  woods,  and  the  trees  must  be  cut 
down.  The  boy  was  only  eleven  years  of  age, 
and  he  worked  as  hard  as  a  man.  In  the 
summer,  his  mother  became  very  sick;  before 
the  winter  came,  she  was  worse.  They  were 
too  far  away  to  get  a  doctor.  The  boy,  Abe, 
his  father  and  his  sister,  did  all  they  could  for 
the  sick  mother,  but  she  grew  worse.  She  knew 
that  she  would  not  live  long.  One  morning, 
early,  she  called  her  boy  to  her.  She  put  her 
arms  around  him  and  said:  "My  son,  I  am 
going  away,  and  you  will  not  see  me  again.  Be 
good — I  know  you  will.  Take  good  care  of 
your  sister.  Live  as  I  have  taught  you,  and 
love  God  always."  Not  long  after  this  the 
tired  heart  was  at  rest.  The  house  was  left 
sad  and  lonely.  The  boy  knew  his  first  sorrow. 
He  missed  a  mother's  hand  to  smooth  for  him 
the  rough  road  which  he  had  to  tread. 

MEMORIZE 

"God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way 
His  wonders  to  perform ; 
He  plants  his  footsteps  in  the  sea, 
And  rides  upon  the  storm." 
I 
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QUESTIONS 

What  did  Lincoln's  father  do?  Where  was  the  new 
home?  What  must  he  do  with  the  trees?  Why  must 
he  cut  them  down  ?  How  old  was  Lincoln  at  the  time  ? 
Did  he  work  hard?  What  was  he  doing?  Do  boys 
work  hard  on  farms?  What  happened  to  his  mother? 
When  did  she  become  sick?  Did  she  get  better  before 
winter?  Did  they  call  the  doctor?  Why  could  they 
not  get  the  doctor?  Who  waited  on  the  mother? 
Could  the  father,  son,  and  daughter  do  much  for  her? 
What  are  doctors  good  for?  Is  it  best  to  call  the 
doctor  in  sickness?  Did  the  mother  grow  worse? 
What  did  she  know  in  her  sickness?  What  did  she 
do  one  morning?  Where  did  she  put  her  arms ?  What 
did  she  want  her  boy  for?  What  did  she  tell  him? 
Where  was  she  going?  What  did  she  say  about  his 
sister?  How  did  his  mother  teach  him  to  live?  Did 
she  believe  in  God?  Did  she  want  Lincoln  to  believe 
in  God  ?  What  happened  after  this  ?  How  does  home 
feel  without  a  mother?  Was  this  Lincoln's  first  great 
sorrow?  What  does  a  mother  do  for  her  boy?  Did 
Lincoln  have  a  rough  road  to  travel?  Do  other  men 
have  a  rough  road  to  travel  ? 


GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

Let  the  pupils  say  what  punctuation  marks  are  used 
in  the  lesson.  Read  the  rules  below  with  the  pupils, 
and  let  them  illustrate  them  on  the  blackboard. 

Collect  the  home  work. 

For  home  work,  let  the  pupils  write  a  composition 
m  which  they  will  use  the  comma,  the  period,  the  mark 
of  interrogation,  question  mark,  and  the  apostrophe. 
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Marks  of  Punctuation 

1.  The  Comma  (,).    This  is  used  most  generally. 

(a)  It  separates  words  and  phrases :  as,  "Men,  women, 

and  children  came."    "They  sent  us  bags  of  beans, 
crates  of  tomatoes,  boxes  of  flowers,  etc." 

(b)  When  the  verb  is  omitted:  as,  "Apples  grow  on 

trees;   grapes,  on  vines;   berries,  on  bushes." 

(c)  To    separate   verbs    having   the   same    subject:    as, 

"The  horse  ran  off,  upset  the  carriage,  and  broke 
its  leg." 

(d)  To  separate  nouns  in  apposition:  as,  "Nicholas,  the 

Emperor,   rules  the   Russias." 

2.  The  Period   (,)   is  used  at  the  end  of  every  sentence  and 

after  all  abbreviations. 

3.  The  Interrogation  Mark  (?)  after  every  direct  question. 

4.  The  Quotation  Marks  (" — ")  when  a  quotation  is  made. 

5.  The  Apostrophe   (')   shows  possession  and  omission. 

6.  The  Semicolon    ( ;)    is  used  to  divide  sentences,  parts  of 

which   use   the   comma. 

7.  The  Colon  (:)  divides  sentences,  parts  of  which  use  the 

semicolon. 


11.    LOVE  HAS  THE  RIGHT 
OF  WAY 

The  Czar  of  Russia  was  fishing  near  a  small 
village  in  Finland.  He  was  not  known  to  any 
of  the  people.  He  had  poor  luck,  and  a  woods- 
man passing  that  way  said:  "Try  this  bait," 
and  handed  him  some  worms  which  were  found 
in  that  place.  In  less  than  an  hour  the  Czar 
had  landed  several  fine  fish  and  was  very 
pleased.  When  noon  came,  he  said  to  his 
servant,  ''Let  us  go  to  the  house  of  the  woods- 
man, who  gave  me  such  good  bait,  for  lunch.'' 
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Here  the  trout  was  cooked  and  the  woodsman's 
daughter,  Vera,  waited  on  the  Czar.  He 
noticed  that  she  was  sad,  and  her  eyes  were 
red  with  tears. 

"Why  is  she  so  sad?"  asked  the  Emperor  of 
her  father  when  he  finished  his  kmch. 

"Her  lover  is  going  away  tomorrow  to  serve 
in  the  army.  They  cannot  marry,  poor  souls. 
Our  Grand  Duke  takes  them  away  too  long." 

"But  he  takes  so  few  of  them,"  said  the  Czar. 
"Where  is  this  young  man?" 

"In  the  next  house,"  answered  the  father. 

"Go  and  fetch  him." 

Soon  a  good-looking  young  man,  by  the  name 
of  Jan,  stood  before  the  Emperor,  who  said: 
"So  you  want  to  marry  your  pretty  little 
neighbor  ?" 

The  youth  answered  with  a  shy  nod. 

"Well,  give  her  a  kiss  and  tell  her  you  are 
not  going  away,"  and  turning  to  the  General, 
who  accompanied  him,  he  said :  "General,  write 
this  man  a  release  from  military  service,"  and 
he  made  ready  to  leave  the  house. 

"Great  heavens!    Can  it  be  possible!    Who 
are  you?"  cried  the  frightened  father,  throw 
ing  up  his  arms.  "Why,  the  Czar  himself  could 
scarcely — !" 

"I  am  the  Czar !  The  Czar  of  all  the  Russias 
and  the  Grand  Duke  of  Finland." 


LOVE  HAS  THE  RIGHT  OF  WAY 

MEMORIZE 

"Come !     Clear  the  way  then,  clear  the  way ! 
Blind  creeds  and  kings  have  had  their  day ! 
Our  hope  is  in  heroic  men ! 

Star-led  to  build  the  world  again." 


QUESTIONS 

The  questions  given  on  the  first  lesson  are  to  serve 
as  a  guide  to  the  teacher,  who  should  ask  similar  ones 
in  every  session,  in  order  to  help  the  pupils  in  conver- 
sational English. 


GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

Let  the  pupils  write  the  following  sentences  by  dic- 
tation on  the  blackboard,  paying  particular  attention  to 
the  use  of  capitals.  The  teacher  must  help  them  to 
spell  some  of  the  words : 

Lincoln  loved  God.  His  mother  loved  Abe.  My 
father  and  I  go  to  New  York.  James  and  I  are  work- 
ing in  the  National  Tube  Mill.  I  am  reading  "Pil- 
grim's Progress."  Mary  loves  her  Bible.  I  go  to 
Chicago  next  Monday.  Labor  Day  is  on  the  6th  of 
September.  I  belong  to  the  McKinley  Club.  We  have 
crossed  the  Hudson  River.  John  is  going  to  the  West. 
I  saw  Father  Murphy  go  up  town.  The  President  of 
the  United  States.  The  Revolutionary  War  ended 
with  the  Treaty  of  Paris  in  September,   1783. 

Read  the  rules  below  with  the  pupils  and  let  them 
illustrate  them  by  sentences  on  the  blackboard. 

Collect  the  home  work. 

For  home  work,  ask  the  pupils  to  write  you  a  letter. 


ENGLISH  FOR  COMING  AMERICANS 

Rules  for  the  Use  of  Capitals 

The  first  word  of  every  sentence. 

The  first  word  of  every  line  of  poetry. 

The  first  word  of  every  direct  quotation. 

The  pronoun  'T"  and  the  interjection  "O." 

All  names  and  titles  of  the  Godhead. 

All  proper  names,  titles  of  books,  titles  of  persons,  names 

of  corporations,  and  all  adjectives  derived  from  proper 

names. 
The  words— East,  West,  North,  South,  when  they  denote 

parts  of  the  country. 


III.    THE  FARMER  WHO  SANG 

A  man  named  Jan  Lamar,  who  had  spent 
his  days  in  the  city,  fled  to  the  country  that  he 
might  find  rest.  In  the  city  he  found  men  hard 
and  cruel,  and  he  himself  had  lost  faith  in  man 
and  God.  He  had  not  been  long  in  the  country 
before  his  faith  in  man  came  back  again.  The 
country  around  him  was  beautiful,  and  he  was 
in  the  habit  of  going  to  see  the  happy  peasants 
at  work.  One  day  he  heard  a  laborer,  Andre 
Mann,  singing  as  he  was  plowing  the  field. 
''God  bless  you,  my  good  man,''  said  he,  "you 
are  vory  happy?"  'T  mostly  am,"  answered 
the  man.  "I  am  happy  to  hear  it ;  you  are  then 
pleased  with  your  condition?"  "Until  now,  I 
am."  "Are  you  married."  "Yes,  thank 
heaven."  "Have  you  any  children?"  "I  have 
four."    "Is  your  wife  young?"    "She  is  twenty- 
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five  years  old."  ''Is  she  pretty?"  ''Yes,  Julia 
is  pretty,  for  me ;  but  she  is  better  than  pretty, 
she  is  good."  "And  you  love  Julia?"  "Who 
would  not  love  her?"  "And  she  loves  you  also, 
without  doubt?"  "Oh,  with  all  her  heart;  just 
the  same  as  before  marriage!"  "And  your 
children, — are  they  healthy?"  "Ah,  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  see  them!"  "All  is,  then,  very 
happy?"  "Happy!  I  should  think  so!  You 
should  see  the  joy  when  I  come  back  from 
work.  My  wife  is  round  my  neck,  my  girls  in 
my  arms,  and  my  boys  get  hold  of  my  legs; 
and  I  laugh,  and  cry,  and  kiss  them  all  at  once." 

MEMORIZE 

"A  little  country  churchyard, 

On  the  verge  of  a  cliff  by  the  sea ; 
Ah !  the  thoughts  of  the  long  years  past  and  gone, 
That  the  vision  brings  back  to  me." 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 

GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

Nouns  are  the  names  of  persons  or  things.     There 
are  two  classes  of  nouns, 

1.  Proper:  The  name  of  one  person  or  thing;  as, 

John,  Nezv  York,  Hudson,  etc. 

2.  Common:  The  name  of  a  member  of  a  class;  as 

man,  horse,  house,  etc. 
a.    Some  common  nouns  refer  to  a  group ;  as, 
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jury,    council,    Congress,    etc.      These   are 
called  Collective  nouns. 
Other  common  nouns  are  of  quality,  property, 
and  action;  as,  goodness,  truthfulness,  run- 
These  are  called  Abstract  nouns. 


Let  the  pupils  divide  the  nouns  in  the  lesson  into 
common  and  proper.  Test  them  in  spelling  some  of 
the  nouns. 

Ask  for  the  present  tense  of :  spent,  fled,  found,  had, 
heard,  saw,  sang. 

Collect  home  work. 

For  home  work,  let  the  pupils  write  down  twenty 
proper  and  twenty  common  nouns. 


IV.     HOW  THE  FARMER  LIVED 

The  city  man  asked:  ''And  how  do  you  Hve 
on  the  farm?"  ''Very  well,"  answered  the 
farmer.  "We  have  good  bread,  rich  milk,  and 
the  fruits  of  our  trees.  My  wife,  with  a  little 
meat,  makes  a  soup  that  the  king  would  be  glad 
to  eat.  Then  we  have  eggs  from  our  chickens ; 
and  on  Sunday  we  have  a  feast,  and  drink  a 
full  cup  of  wine."  "Yes,  but  when  the  year  is 
bad,"  hinted  Lamar.  "One  looks  for  the  year 
to  be  bad  sometimes,"  answered  Mann;  "and 
one  lives  on  what  one  has  saved  from  the  good 
years."     "Then  there  is  the  weather,  the  cold, 
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and  the  rain,  and  the  heat,  which  you  have  to 
bear,"  said  the  city  man.  "Well,  one  gets  used 
to  it;  and  if  you  only  knew  the  pleasure  that 
one  has  in  the  evening,  in  getting  the  cool 
breeze  after  a  day  of  summer;  or,  in  winter, 
warming  one's  hands  at  the  blaze  of  a  good  fire, 
between  one's  wife  and  children.  Then  one 
eats  his  food  with  relish,  and  one  goes  to  bed; 
and  think  you  that  one  remembers  the  bad 
weather  ?  Sometimes  my  wife  says  to  me,  'My 
good  man,  do  you  hear  the  wind  and  the  storm  ? 
Ah,  suppose  you  were  in  the  fields  ?'  'But  I  am 
not  in  the  fields;  Fm  here,'  I  say  to  her.  Ah, 
sir,  there  are  many  people  in  the  fine  world 
who  don't  live  as  content  as  we."  "Well,  but 
the  taxes,"  said  Lamar  again.  "We  pay  them 
merrily,  and  well  we  should,"  said  Andre.  The 
city  man  was  surprised,  and  knew  that  the 
simple  farmer  was  happier  than  men  who  toiled 
and  worried  in  the  cities. 

MEMORIZE 

"Night  is  the  time  for  rest, — 
How  sweet,  when  labors  close, 
To  gather  round  a  happy  breast 

The  curtain  of  repose, 
Stretch  the  tired  limbs,  and  lay  the  head 
Upon  our  own  delightful  bed." 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 
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GRAAIMAR  EXERCISE 

Ask  the  pupils  why  a  capital  letter  is  used  in 
"Sunday." 

Let  them  write  the  days  of  the  week  and  the  months 
of  the  year  on  the  blackboard.    Emphasize  the  capitals. 

See  if  the  pupils  can  give  on  the  blackboard  the 
regular  form  used  in  the  beginning  and  the  closing 
of  a  letter  to  a  friend,  to  a  business  man,  or  to  their 
parents. 

Test  them  in  addressing  an  envelope  and  in  putting 
the  stamp  in  the  usual  place. 

If  they  cannot  do  this,  give  the  right  forms  on  the 
blackboard  and  let  them  copy  them. 

Collect  the  home  work. 

For  home  work,  let  each  pupil  write  you  a  personal 
letter,  put  it  in  an  envelope,  address  it  to  you,  and  mark 
where  he  would  put  the  stamp. 


V.    THE  GOOD  LANDLORD 

The  city  man  continued  by  asking:  "You 
love  your  landlord,  then?"  "Yes,  he  plays  the 
part  of  the  good  king  to  us.  He  judges  between 
us ;  he  marries  our  children ;  he  keeps  the  peace 
in  our  families,  and  helps  us  when  times  are 
bad.''  The  gentleman  who  had  lost  faith  in 
man  went  to  see  the  village  where  the  landlord 
lived.  He  saw  fine  roads  everywhere,  and  on 
the  sides  of  the  cross-roads  there  were  hedges, 
which  were  kept  with  care.    He  came,  however, 
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on  a  party  of  men  mending  the  road.  An  old 
man  was  over  the  men,  and  the  visitor  said  to 
him:  "Ah,  so  you've  got  forced  labor  here?" 
"Forced  labor,"  said  the  overseer;  "we  know 
nothing  of  that  here,  sir.  All  these  men  are 
paid ;  we  force  nobody.  If  there  comes  a  tramp 
to  the  village,  or  a  do-nothing,  they  send  him 
to  me.  If  he  wants  bread,  he  can  earn  it,  or  he 
must  go  and  seek  it  elsewhere."  "And  who 
has  fixed  this  happy  police  system?"  "Our 
good  lord,  our  father,  the  father  of  all  of  us." 
"And  where  does  the  money  come  from?" 
"From  the  people;  and,  as  the  people  put  the 
tax  on  themselves,  it  does  not  happen  here,  as 
too  often  elsewhere,  that  the  rich  are  freed 
from  taxes  at  the  expense  of  the  poor."  The 
visitor  thought  how  happy  a  state.  If  all  great 
landlords  followed  the  example  of  this  one,  how 
blessed  the  people  would  be.  Our  large  cities 
are  eating  up  both  money  and  men;  they  rob 
all,  and  swallow  up  everything. 

MEMORIZE 

''Men  and  women  with  hearts  that  bleed, 
Men  and  women  of  wealth  and  fame, 
High  in  honor,  or  sunk  in  shame, 

Pass  on  like  phantoms,  and  pass  again." 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 
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GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

Gender  is  the  form  which  shows  whether  the  noun 
refers  to  a  male  or  female,  or  to  a  lifeless  object. 

Nouns  indicating  Males,  as,  man,  John,  lion,  are 
called  Masculine  nouns. 

Nouns  indicating  Females,  as,  woman,  Mary, 
lioness,  are  called  Feminine  nouns. 

The  names  of  things  without  life,  as  tozvn,  stone, 
Nezv  York,  are  neither  male  nor  female,  and  are  called 
Neuter  nouns. 

Some  nouns  are  used  for  both  male  and  female,  as, 
parent,  child.  These  are  said  to  be  of  the  Common 
gender. 

Let  the  pupils  now  go  through  the  lesson  and  classify 
the  nouns  according  to  gender. 

Test  them  in  spelling  the  simplest  nouns. 

Let  the  pupils  use  the  words  "I  have"  and  give  the 
correct  form  of  the  following  verbs :  lose,  go,  see, 
keep,  say,  get,  know,  pay,  send,  seek,  do,  free,  think, 
eat.     Let  them  spell  the  several  verbs. 

Collect  the  home  work. 

For  home  work,  let  the  pupils  write  a  composition 
on  the  verse  of  poetry  in  the  lesson. 


VI.    THE  HAPPY  VILLAGE 

The  city  man,  who  once  could  well  be  called 
the  man-hater,  felt  his  heart  changing  as  he 
saw  men  happy.  The  village  on  all  sides 
showed  signs  of  peace  and  love  among  men. 
He  went  into  one  of  the  public  buildings  and 
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found  there  a  crowd  of  children,  women,  and 
old  men  working.  The  very  old  were  the  only 
idle  ones.  Children,  almost  at  their  first  steps 
out  of  the  cradle,  caught  the  habit  of  and  taste 
for  work.  And  old  age,  in  sight  of  the  tomb, 
still  worked  with  trembling  hands.  The  time 
when  the  earth  rests  brought  every  able  arm 
to  the  workshops,  and  then  the  lathe,  the  saw, 
and  the  hatchet  gave  new  value  to  what  nature 
had  given  them. 

"I  wonder  not,"  said  the  visitor,  "that  this 
people  is  free  from  vice,  and  are  happy.  They 
are  all  busy,  and  keep  at  work  all  the  time." 
He  asked  how  the  workshops  were  built.  "Our 
good  lord,"  was  the  answer,  "gave  us  the  first 
funds  for  them.  We  had  a  very  little  place  at 
first,  and  all  that  was  done  was  at  his  expense, 
at  his  risk,  and  to  his  profit.  But,  once  he  felt 
that  there  was  good  to  be  gained,  he  turned  it 
over  to  us,  and  now  he  only  sees  that  we  are 
safe.  Every  year  he  gives  to  the  village  the 
tools  of  some  one  of  the  arts.  It  is  the  present 
that  he  makes  at  the  first  wedding  which  takes 
place  in  the  year." 

MEMORIZE 

"A  low  voice  said:  'Have  courage,  friend, 
Be  of  good  cheer,  'tis  not  for  long; 
He  conquers  who  awaits  the  end, 
And  dares  to  suffer  and  be  strong.' " 
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QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 

GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

The  gender  of  nouns  is  expressed  in  three  zvays: 

1.  By  distinct  words;  as,  boy,  girl,  husband,  zvife. 

2.  By  special  endings;  as,  murder^r^  murder^^^, 

giant,  gmntess,  hero,  htroine. 

3.  By  a  word  showing  gender  placed  before  the 

noun;   as,   Jie-goat,   she-g03.t;   wa/i-servant, 
waz(/-servant. 

4.  There   are   some   irregular   forms;   as,   bride- 

groom  from   bride;   lad,   lass;   lord,   lady; 
man,  woman. 

Let  the  students  go  through  the  lesson  and  give  the 
masculine  or  feminine  of  nouns  having  gender. 

Test  the  pupils  in  the  spelling  of  the  nouns. 

Write  the  following  on  the  blackboard  and  let  the 
pupils  correct  them :  Yesterday  I  done  the  work.  Yes, 
I  seen  the  show.  I  feeled  my  way.  He  has  went  away. 
I  have  gave  him  work.  He  has  keeped  his  word.  I 
have  gave  him  the  book.  I  have  did  it.  Ask  a  reason 
for  the  correction. 

Collect  the  home  work. 

For  home  work,  let  the  students  give  the  masculine 
or  feminine  of  the  following  nouns,  and  classify  them 
into  masculine,  feminine,  or  common  gender:  Lion, 
tiger,  god,  horse,  lamb,  sheep,  cow,  father,  uncle, 
parent,  child,  lass,  girl,  lady,  king,  prince,  giant, 
murderer. 
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VII.    THE  WISE  HELPER 

The  city  man  at  length  met  the  landlord  and 
said  to  him:  'The  people  of  the  village  are 
happy/'  "Yes,  they  live  in  peace  and  in  love." 
''Everybody  says  that  the  people  in  the  country 
are  to  be  pitied."  'Tt  is  so,"  replied  the  land- 
lord, "but  I  have  made  these  happy."  "Then 
tell  me  the  secret."  "Nothing  can  be  easier. 
I  have  ten  thousand  a  year.  I  spend  one-fourth 
in  the  city,  one-fourth  in  my  country  house,  and 
one-half  in  helping  my  neighbors."  "How  do 
you  help  ?"  "Well,  my  good  friends  have  pieces 
of  land  worn  and  poor.  They  have  no  money 
to  make  them  better.  I  give  them  a  bit  of  my 
land  instead,  acre  for  acre,  and  the  land  which 
hardly  fed  them  becomes  fertile  in  my  hand. 
I  choose  the  seed  for  it,  the  way  of  digging, 
the  manure  which  suits  it  best,  and  as  soon  as 
it  is  in  good  state,  I  think  of  taking  over  an- 
other poor  piece  for  it."  "That  is  charming," 
said  the  visitor.  "You  know  how  to  farm,  then  ?" 
"I  learned  a  little  of  it.  Every  day  I  put  the 
teaching  of  the  scholars  against  the  knowledge 
of  the  farmers.  I  try  to  put  right  what  is 
wrong  in  the  teaching  and  add  what  the  farmer 
ought  to  know."  "And  do  you  help  in  yonder 
shops?"  "No,  I  simply  encourage  the  people. 
They  can  do  all  things  themselves.     I  advise. 
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and  advance  money  if  needed  for  new  buildings 
or  machinery."  ''You  then  know  also  some- 
thing about  the  arts?''  ''In  the  city,  I  visit 
some  of  the  shops  and  the  industrial  exhibits. 
Whatever  I  think  may  be  useful  to  the  people 
of  the  village  I  bring  home  and  suggest.  If 
they  want  to  experiment,  I  furnish  the  tools 
and  soon  the  idea  is  adapted  to  their  need." 
"And  have  the  farmers  mechanical  skill  enough 
to  make  the  things  they  need?"  "Yes.  Some 
are  good  mechanics,  and  whatever  of  beauty 
you  see  in  the  homes  and  public  buildings  was 
wrought  by  their  hands.  I  sometimes  bring  a 
friend  from  the  city  to  enrich  their  ideas,  as  I 
enrich  the  land,  but  they  do  the  work  them- 
selves, for  they  can  best  enjoy  and  appreciate 
what  they  create."  "That  is  very  good  of  you. 
You  ought  to  be  loved  by  all  the  farmers  here. 
These  poor  people  must  look  on  you  as  their 
father?"  "On  each  side,  we  love  each  other 
very  much." 

MEMORIZE 

"It  is  true, — and  it  is  the  greatest  comfort 
that  it  is  true, — that  the  giving  of  a  glass  of 
water  can  please  God,  and  the  sweeping  of  a 
room  can  glorify  Him." 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 
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GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

Number  is  that  form  of  a  noun  which  marks  whether 
we  are  speaking  of  one  or  of  more.  The  form  that 
speaks  of  one  is  Singular;  the  form  that  speaks  of 
more  than  one  is  Plural. 

The  plural  of  nouns  is  formed  by  adding  ^  to  the 
singular. 

There  are  three  modifications  of  this  rule: 

1.  All  nouns  ending  in  s,  z,  x,  sh,  and  ch,  (having 

a  soft  sound)  form  the  plural  by  adding  es; 
as,  gas,  gdises;  box,  box^^;  brush,  brush^?^; 
church,  church^^. 

2.  Nouns  ending  in  /  and  fe,  change  the  /  or  fe 

into  vcs;  as,  loaf,  \o2iVes;  wife,  wi^'^?^. 

3.  Words  ending  in  y,  if  preceded  by  a  consonant, 

form  the  plural  by  changing  the  y  to  ies;  as, 
lady,  Xdidies;  but  boy,  boy^. 

4.  Some  nouns  ending  in  o  form  the  plural  by 

adding  es;  as,  echo,  echo^.?;  but,  piano, 
pianos. 

Let  the  students  go  through  the  lesson,  giving  the 
plurals  of  nouns  and  marking  the  exceptions  to  the 
general  rule.    Test  the  students  in  spelling  the  nouns. 

Ask  for  the  present,  progressive,  and  past  forms  of 
the  verbs :  meet,  say,  live,  pity,  reply,  make,  spend,  help, 
give,  choose,  take,  learn,  teach,  try,  think ;  as,  'T  meet, 
I  was  meeting,  I  met."    Give  test  in  spelling  the  verbs. 

Collect  the  home  work. 

For  home  work,  let  the  pupils  write  out  the  plurals 
of  the  following  nouns :  loss,  glass,  stag,  blush,  fly,  boy, 
wolf,  wife,  life,  watch,  fox,  lady,  piece,*  judge. 
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VIII.     KINDNESS  OF  COUNTRY 
FOLK 

Many  from  the  city  thought  that  the  peace 
and  kindness  of  these  country  folks  was  excep- 
tional and  told  the  landlord  so.  The  lord  said 
he  did  not  think  so,  and  proposed  a  trip  to  a 
distant  village  where  soldiers  were  to  be  seen. 
So  the  following  day  they  went  to  view  the 
soldiers.  There  was  a  crowd,  and  the  visitors 
could  hardly  get  near  to  see  the  parade.  An  old 
officer  of  high  rank  touched  some  of  the  people 
who  stood  in  front  and  said :  "These  two  people 
are  strangers."  The  people  at  once  made  way 
and  the  visitors  were  allowed  to  go  to  the  front, 
where  they  could  see  all.  In  the  afternoon, 
they  went  to  one  of  the  parks,  where  they  saw 
crowds  in  holiday  dress,  making  merry.  The 
young  people  danced,  the  old  beating  time  to 
the  music  and  praising  the  dancers.  They  all 
seemed  to  be  very  happy.  That  evening  the 
visitors  went  to  a  home  and  were  invited  to 
dinner.  There  was  an  old  lady  present,  next 
to  whom  sat  a  young  officer,  who  was  most 
kind  to  her.  He  helped  her  to  the  dishes  she 
liked,  filled  her  glass  with  water,  and,  during 
the  meal,  spoke  almost  wholly  to  her.  They 
next  went  to  a  parlor  meeting,  and  were  treated 
most  kindly.    They  were  given  the  best  places. 
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They  were  helped  first,  and  every  one  was 
anxious  to  show  kindness  to  the  strangers. 
When  the  city  man  feh  hke  finding  fault  with 
the  fuss  that  they  made  of  them,  the  lord  said : 
''I  think  it  is  most  beautiful  to  be  treated  kindly 
and  civilly  in  a  strange  community,  by  men 
who  know  nothing  about  us.  It  is  truly  Chris- 
tian. They  only  know  that  we  are  strangers, 
and  they  are  happy  to  put  themselves  out  in 
many  ways  to  make  us  happy,  and  to  give  us 
the  best  place  at  all  times."  "You  speak  aright. 
This  is  kindness  of  heart  such  as  I  have  seldom 
met  in  the  city.  If  this  is  indeed  common  in 
the  country,  blessed  are  the  people  who  receive 
and  exercise  it." 

MEMORIZE 

"Habit  is  a  cable ;  we  spin  a  thread  of  it 
every  day,  till  at  last  we  cannot  break  it." 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 

GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

Some  nouns  form  their  plurals  irregularly : 

1.  By  change  of  vowels ;  as,  man,  men;  foot,  feet; 

mouse,  mice. 

2.  By  adding  en  to  the  singular :  ox,  oxen;  child, 

chi\d7'en;  brother,  hrtihren. 

3.  Some  nouns  have  the  same  form  for  singular 

and  plural ;  as,  sheep,  deer,  salmon,  etc. 
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Let  the  pupils  spell  the  plurals  of  the  nouns :  dress, 
lady,  holiday,  dish,  glass,  place,  kindness,  city,  fuss, 
man,  woman,  country,  tooth,  eye,  boot,  foot,  goose. 

Write  on  the  blackboard  the  words :  present,  past, 
and  past  participle,  and  have  the  pupils  put  under  each 
the  principal  parts  of  the  following  verbs :  tell,  go,  get, 
stand,  see,  beat,  sit,  speak,  give,  show,  feel,  put. 

Call  the  attention  of  the  pupils  to  ''peace,"  "kind- 
ness," as  abstract  nouns.  Also  to  "crowd,"  as  a  collec- 
tive noun. 

Collect  home  work. 

For  home  work,  let  the  pupils  write  compositions 
about  the  landlords  of  their  home  countries. 


IX.    THE  LOVERS 

As  the  landlord,  with  the  city  man,  returned 
homeward  a  few  days  later,  they  saw  a  fine 
young  fellow,  dressed  like  a  soldier,  sitting 
under  a  tree,  joyfully  playing  on  the  violin. 
By  his  side  was  a  broken  wooden  leg.^  ''What 
do  you  do  there,  soldier?"  said  the  landlord.  ''I 
am  on  my  way  home  to  my  own  village,"  said 
the  soldier.  ''But  you  will  be  a  long  time  before 
you  get  there,  if  you  have  no  other  means  than 
this,"  said  the  lord,  pointing  to  the  broken  leg. 
"I  am  waiting  for  help,  and  I  think  I  see  it 
coming,"  was  his  answer,  as  he  pointed  to  a 
cart  coming  quickly  toward  him.  On  the  cart 
was  a  young  woman,  who  sprang  down,  rushed 
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to  her  lover,  and  said  that  she  had  found  a 
carpenter  who  would  soon  mend  the  wooden 
leg.  ''You  must  be  very  tired,"  said  the  city 
man  to  the  girl.  ''One  is  never  tired,  sir,  when 
working  for  one  she  loveis,"  was  her  answer. 
The  travelers  gladly  helped  the  soldier  to  reach 
the  carpenter  shop,  where  they  stayed  awaiting 
the  repair,  and  the  lord  again  asked  the  soldier : 
"How  do  you  and  your  wife  expect  to  live?" 
"One  who  has  lived  for  five  years  on  soldier's 
pay,"  answered  he,  "will  find  no  hardships  for 
the  rest  of  his  life.  I  can  play  on  the  violin, 
and  in  the  place  I  will  live  there  are  many  mar- 
riages in  the  year.  I  shall  never  want  work." 
"And  I,"  said  the  young  girl,  "can  neatly  weave 
hair  nets  and  silk  purses,  and  mend  stockings. 
Besides,  my  uncle  has  fifty  dollars  of  mine  in 
his  hands,  and  although  he  is  brother-in-law 
to  the  officer,  and  rather  brutal  in  his  ways,  I 
w^ill  make  him  pay  it  every  cent."  "And  I," 
said  the  soldier,  "have  three  dollars  in  my 
pocket,  besides  the  ten  dollars  that  I  have  lent 
to  a  poor  farmer  to  help  him  to  pay  his  taxes, 
and  which  he  will  pay  back  when  he  is  able." 
"You  see,  sir,"  said  the  girl,  "that  we  are  not 
to  be  pitied."  The  men  continued  their  journey 
and  the  landlord  said:  "These  lovers  live  by 
faith  and  they  will  be  happy.  They  are  fair 
samples  of  peasants  who  are  content  with  little, 
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because  of  the  wealth  of  love  and  hope  and 
trust  they  have/'  The  city  man  bowed  his  head 
as  if  in  deep  meditation  and  prayer.  He  had 
seen  enough  to  restore  his  confidence  in  man, 
and  it  was  the  first  step  to  bring  back  his  faith 
in  God. 

MEMORIZE 

"So  nigh  is  grandeur  to  our  dust, 
So  near  is  God  to  man, 
When  Duty  whispers  low  Thou  must,' 
The  youth  rephes,  T  can.'  " 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 

GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

A  Sentence  is  a  thought  expressed  in  words ;  as, 
''James  strikes  the  table."  This  sentence  has  three 
parts. 

1.  James,  of  whom  we  think.     This  is  called  the 

Subject. 

2.  Strikes,  the  thing  we  assert  of  James,  is  called 

the  Predicate. 

3.  The  table.  This  noun  is  needed  to  complete  the 

sense,  and  is  called  the  Object. 

Write  simple  sentences  from  the  lesson  on  the 
blackboard  and  test  the  pupils  in  analyzing  them;  as, 
"The  landlord  went  home,"  "The  soldier  played  the 
violin,"  etc. 

Test  the  pupils  in  spelling  the  words  in  their  home 
work. 

Collect  the  home  work. 
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For  home  work,  let  the  pupils  form  six  simple 
sentences  and  state  which  word  is  subject,  which  is 
predicate,  and  which  is  object. 


X.     EDUCATING  THE  YOUNG 

Jan  Lamar  was  curious  to  know  what  educa- 
tion the  children  of  the  village  had.  He  had 
seen  them  busy  in  the  shop,  but  how  were  their 
minds  and  hearts  trained  ?  He  asked  the  land- 
lord: "Where  are  3^our  schools?"  and  was  as- 
tonished to  be  told  that  they  had  no  buildings 
devoted  solely  to  the  education  of  the  young. 
"Do  you,  then,"  said  he,  "believe  in  education?" 
"Yes,  we  believe  in  the  kind  of  education  we 
give  our  children.  Let  us  again  visit  the 
shops,"  said  the  landlord. 

The  cit}^  man  now  studied  closely  the  train- 
ing given  boys  and  girls.  He  found  that  the 
heads  of  the  departments  trained  the  young, 
having  them  count  the  articles  they  made,  add 
the  totals,  subtract  portions  from  the  whole, 
multiply  the  product  by  the  use  of  the  rule  and 
the  square.  They  taught  them  letters  by  labels 
and  simple  instructions  in  script  and  printed 
form.  These  were  given  to  those  able  to  use 
them.  "Llere,"  said  the  landlord,  "you  find 
grades  of  work  adapted  to  the  nimble  fingers  of 
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youth.  This  first  room,  for  the  youngest,  is 
Httle  more  than  a  playground;  but  the  teacher 
trains  the  eyes,  ears,  and  hands.  They  are 
next  promoted  into  this  room  where  the  hands, 
the  ears,  and  the  eyes  aid  in  making  useful 
things.  They  cannot,  however,  leave  this  room 
until  they  know  what  tools  they  need,  and  are 
able  to  read  simple  instructions  about  their  use. 
In  this  way  our  children  get  that  knowledge  in 
letters  and  counting  which  meets  the  need  of 
daily  life,  and  serves  as  a  foundation  for  fur- 
ther information." 

The  city  man  was  surprised,  and  yet  critical. 
"Then  you  do  not  teach  the  young  history  and 
geography?"  he  asked.  "Yes,  but  we  believe 
that  history  and  geography  can  best  be  taught 
by  drama  and  picture.  In  the  winter  season, 
we  give  historical  plays,  which  deal  with  the 
struggles  of  the  people  for  life  and  liberty.  We 
show  by  picture,  travels,  products,  and  peoples, 
what  various  parts  of  the  globe  contain.  In 
this  way  our  people  know  as  much  of  history 
and  geography  as  common  workers  in  the  city." 
"Do  you  train  the  imagination  and  the  heart?" 
"Not  in  these  public  buildings.  That  we  leave 
to  the  priest,  who  is  one  of  our  own  sons,  and 
who  does  this  work  well.  I  want  you  to  see 
and  know  the  priest." 
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MEMORIZE 

*'The  man  who  is  good  for  excuses,  is  good 
for  nothing  else." 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 
GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

Case  is  that  form  of  a  noun  which  shows  its  relation 
to  other  words  in  the  sentence.  Notice  the  three 
following  cases : 

1.  Nominative — the  case  of  the  subject  of  the 

sentence;  as,  "John  reads";  "I  sing";  "Mary 
plays  the  piano." 

2.  Objective — the  case  of  the  object  of  an  action ; 

as,  "James  goes  to  church:'  "The  horse 
draws  the  cart." 

3.  Possessive — the   case   which   denotes   posses- 

sion ;  as,  "the  hoys  book" ;  "the  horse's  tail" ; 
"the  sun's  rays." 

Write  half  a  dozen  simple  sentences  on  the  black- 
board and  ask  the  pupils  to  state  the  case  of  each  noun ; 
as,  "He  asked  the  landlord."    "The  workman's  tools." 

Show  how  important  it  is  that  the  proper  case  be 
used,  by  writing  on  the  blackboard :  "I  love  he."  "Her 
must  go."  "Who  wants  this  book?  Me."  "I  give  the 
apples  to  they." 

Test  the  pupils  in  spelling:  seen,  been,  find,  mind, 
kind,  see,  fee,  bee,  head,  lead,  read,  seed,  young,  tool, 
rule. 

Test  the  pupils  in  spelling  the  nouns  in  the  first 
part  of  the  lesson. 

Collect  the  home  work. 
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For  home  work,  let  the  pupils  form  half  a  dozen 
sentences  illustrating  the  Nominative,  Objective,  and 
Possessive  cases. 


XL    A  VISIT  TO  THE  PRIEST 

Mr.  Lamar  was  prejudiced  against  priests  in 
general.  He  had  seen  unworthy  men  wearing 
priestly  robes  in  the  city.  These  men  drove  him 
away  from  the  church  and  away  from  his  God. 
But  the  chief  reason  for  his  leaving  the  Chris- 
tian faith  was  his  own  desire  to  lead  a  life  of 
pleasure.  He,  in  time,  grew  so  tired  of  a  use- 
less life  that  he  ran  away  from  it.  The  country 
was  fast  leading  him  back  to  the  faith  of  his 
fathers,  and  one  of  the  most  powerful  agencies 
in  doing  this  was  the  priest,  whom  he  now  was 
about  to  visit.  He  did  not  care  to  visit  the 
father,  but  two  reasons  urged  him  to  do  so; 
the  one  was  the  praise  which  the  landlord  had 
bestowed  upon  the  priest,  and  the  other  was  his 
desire  to  see  the  part  this  man  played  in  the 
education  of  the  children  of  the  village. 

When  he  visited  this  man  of  God,  he  found 
him  conducting  school  in  his  own  house,  free  of 
charge,  and  for  his  own  pleasure.  The  priest 
was  the  only  son  of  a  shoemaker,  one  of  the 
most  honest  men  in  the  world,  and  was  a  true 
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model  of  filial  piety.  The  city  man  saw  him 
visit  his  father,  and  was  surprised  at  the  air  of 
quiet  kindness  and  of  sincere  love  which  the 
old  man  and  his  son  had  one  for  the  other. 
The  one  never  lost  sight  of  the  honor  due  the 
priesthood,  the  other  never  forgot  the  holiness 
of  parenthood. 

The  priest  gave  first  place  to  the  duty  of  his 
church,  then  he  attended  to  the  lessons  of  the 
children.  In  fine  weather,  he  took  a  little  walk, 
and  sometimes  he  played  a  game  of  ball  in  the 
field.  The  children  knew  their  prayers,  prac- 
tised reverence  for  sacred  things,  and  their  de- 
votion was  simple  and  sincere.  The  lives  of  the 
saints  and  the  sublime  hymns  of  the  church, 
which  the  children  sang  sweetly,  kindled  their 
imagination  and  deepened  their  feeling  for 
sacred  men  and  things.  The  simple  life  of  the 
priest  impressed  the  city  man  very  much.  He 
loved  the  children  profoundly,  and  was  happy 
in  his  charge.  All  the  friends  he  had  were  two 
honorable  men  in  town,  one  of  whom  was  the 
landlord.  He  lived  a  quiet  life,  seeing  his 
friends  each  day,  and  every  day  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  was  the  same.  The  city  man  had 
never  seen  so  sweet  an  example  of  friendship 
and  equality  in  human  life.  He  knew  that  its 
roots  were  not  in  sensuous  things,  but  in  com- 
munion with  God. 
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MEMORIZE 

"Don't  look  for  the  flaws  as  you  go  through  life, 
And  even  if  you  find  them, 
Be  wise  and  kind  and  somewhat  blind, 
And  look  for  the  virtues  behind  them." 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 

GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

The  Possessive  case  is  formed  by  's  added  to  the 
noun ;  as,  "the  boy'^  cap" ;  "the  men'^  hats" ;  "the 
horse'^  hoof." 

If  the  noun  ends  in  s,  the  apostrophe  alone  is  used ; 
as,  "the  boys'  caps" ;  "Moses'  law" ;  "for  conscience' 
sake." 

Notice :  "The  boy's  cap" ;  and  "the  boys'  caps." 

Let  the  pupils  state  the  case  of  the  nouns  in  the 
second  part  of  the  lesson. 

Let  them  spell  the  nouns  in  the  last  part. 

Review  the  use  of  capitals  in  the  lesson,  and  ask  for 
the  rule  governing  each. 

Collect  the  home  work. 

For  home  work,  let  the  pupils  write  compositions 
on  the  meaning  of  the  above  verse  to  be  memorized. 


XII.    A  HAPPY   FAMILY 

The  city  man  wondered  how  the  friend  of 
the  priest,  who  was  the  head  of  a  large  family, 
lived;  and  the  following  was  the  story  he  told 
him   of   his    father's    home,    after    which    he 
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modeled  his  own.  "My  father  honored  my 
mother  as  much  as  he  loved  her.  The  only 
fault  he  found  was  that  she  was  too  tender  to 
me.  But  my  grandmother  loved  me  no  less. 
I  think  I  see  her  yet — the  good  little  old  woman ; 
the  bright  nature  that  she  had;  the  gentle  joy. 
She  took  care  of  our  house,  and  managed  it 
well,  and  was  an  example  to  us  all  of  filial 
tenderness,  for  she  had  also  her  own  mother 
and  her  husband's  mother  to  take  care  of.  I 
am  just  able  to  remember  my  grandmother 
drinking  her  cup  of  tea  at  the  corner  of  the 
fireplace.  During  the  whole  of  my  childhood 
my  grandmother  and  her  three  sisters  lived 
with  us,  and  among  all  these  women  and  a 
swarm  of  children,  my  father  stood  alone,  their 
support.  With  little  means  enough,  all  could 
live.  By  order,  saving,  and  labor,  and  a  little 
trade,  but  above  all  things,  frugality,  we  all 
lived  in  comfort.  The  little  garden  gave  us 
fruit,  quinces,  apples,  and  pears.  These  were 
preserved  in  the  honey  of  our  bees,  and,  during 
the  winter,  made  for  the  children  and  old 
women  the  most  tasty  breakfasts.  The  flock 
clothed  with  its  wool,  now  the  women  and  now 
the  children.  My  aunt  spun  it,  and  spun  also 
the  hemp  which  made  our  underdress.  The 
harvest  of  our  little  farm  secured  us  food.  The 
wax  and  honey  of  our  bees,  of  which  one  of  my 
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aunts  took  great  care,  brought  in  some  money. 
The  oil  of  our  fresh  walnuts  had  flavor  and 
smell  which  we  liked  better  than  those  of  olive 
oil.  Our  cakes  of  buckwheat,  hot,  with  sweet 
butter,  were  for  us  the  most  inviting  of  feasts. 
By  the  fireside,  in  the  evening,  while  we  heard 
the  pot  boiling  with  sweet  chestnuts  in  it,  our 
grandmother  would  roast  a  quince  under  the 
ashes  and  divide  it  among  us  children.  The 
most  sober  of  women  overfed  us.  Thus,  in 
a  household  where  nothing  was  ever  lost,  very 
little  money  supplied  our  other  wants.  The 
dead  wood  of  the  near  forest  was  in  plenty. 
The  fresh  mountain  butter  and  most  delicate 
cheese  cost  little.  Even  wine  was  not  dear,  and 
father  used  it  soberly.'' 

MEMORIZE 

'^Despise  no  nation.  We  do  not  choose  a 
nation  for  ourselves.  What  is  a  nation?  Is 
it  not  enough  to  he  a  man,  and  to  find  one 
more  in  thee?" 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 
GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

Give  this  lesson  to  reviewing  the  grammar  given  in 
the  previous  lessons  on  the  noun. 

Ask  the  following  questions :  What  is  a  noun  ?  How 
many  kinds  of  nouns  are  there  ?  Define  a  proper  noun  ; 
a  common  noun ;  an  abstract  noun ;  a  collective  noun. 
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What  is  gender?  How  many  genders  are  there? 
Define  mascuHne  gender;  feminine  gender;  common 
gender;  neuter  gender.  How  is  gender  indicated? 
What  is  number?  What  is  the  general  rule  for  the 
formation  of  the  plural  of  nouns?  What  are  the 
modifications  of  this  rule?  Give  some  nouns  forming 
their  plural  irregularly.  What  is  case  ?  Mention  three 
cases.    How  is  the  possessive  case  formed  ? 

See  that  the  pupils  give  illustrations  of  these  various 
forms  of  the  noun. 

Collect  the  home  work. 

For  home  work,  let  the  pupils  write  six  proper 
nouns,  six  common  nouns,  six  masculine  and  six  femi- 
nine nouns,  and  write  the  plurals  of:  foot,  boot,  tooth, 
root,  boy,  try,  negro,  piano,  echo. 


XIII.    THE  ANNUAL  FESTIVAL 

Mr.  Lamar  resolved  henceforth  to  live  in  the 
country  and  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days 
with  the  people  whom  he  saw  living  so  wisely 
and  happily.  During  the  winter  he  saw  many 
joyous  gatherings,  but  none  compared  with  the 
annual  festival,  which  was  held  on  the  first  day 
of  spring.  At  this  time  the  custom  was  that 
each  family  should  spread  its  table  near  the 
threshold  of  the  house  and  dine  out-of-doors. 
This  breaking  of  bread  and  drinking  of  wine 
in  public  was  like  a  fraternal  communion  of 
which  the  entire  village  partook.  Toward  even- 
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ing  all  the  tables  were  brought  close  together, 
so  as  to  make  but  a  single  one,  and  the  village 
was  thus  changed  into  an  immense  hall  of 
festivity,  in  which  the  people  became  one  single 
and  united  family. 

The  city  man  had  never  seen  anything  like 
this.  At  the  table  he  saw  four  generations 
elbowing  each  other.  All  were  happy.  If,  dur- 
ing the  year,  any  workman  had  distinguished 
himself  in  the  shop  or  field  by  rendering  special 
service  for  the  good  of  the  community,  he  was 
given  a  place  of  honor  at  the  feast.  During 
the  progress  of  the  festival  neatly  dressed  little 
girls,  of  eight  years,  gathered  in  their  tiny 
hands  some  roses,  stripped  of  leaves,  and  came 
smiling  to  shower  them  on  the  heads  of  those 
who,  by  signal  service,  had  served  the  village. 
As  the  flowers  fell  upon  them,  resting  on  their 
heads,  ears,  shoulders,  and  arms,  the  whole 
company  applauded  and  greeted  the  honored 
ones  with  shouts  of  joy. 

The  table  at  which  the  landlord  sat  occupied 
the  center,  and  at  his  right  was  his  wife,  and 
at  his  left  his  two  children,  a  boy  of  great 
promise,  and  a  daughter  with  laughing  eyes, 
fair  hair,  and  white  hands.  Around  this  table 
also  sat  the  pillars  of  that  village — the  men 
whose  labor  and  loyalty  made  possible  the  jus- 
tice, happiness,  and  prosperity  of  the  village. 
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The  city  man  also  sat  at  this  table  and,  as  the 
last  rays  of  the  setting  sun  were  surrounding 
it  with  a  halo  of  glory,  the  bouquets  of  roses, 
the  silver  plates,  and  the  bright,  clean  dresses 
and  simple  hair  adornments  of  the  women 
sparkled  in  the  rays  of  the  setting  sun.  Mr. 
Lamar,  looking  upon  all  this  simple  display, 
thought  that  never  in  the  court  of  princes  had 
he  seen  anything  so  beautiful. 

MEMORIZE 

"He  that  robs  me  of  my  good  name, 

Steals  that  which  nought  enriches  him, 
And  leaves  me  poor  indeed." 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 

GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

A  Pronoun  is  a  word  used  for  a  noun. 

The  pronouns  which  refer  to  the  person  speaking, 
or  spoken  to,  or  spoken  of,  are  called  Personal 
Pronouns. 

There  are  three  groups  of  these  pronouns : 

1.  The  First  Person,  or  the  one  speaking;  as, 

I,  zi'e. 

2.  The  Second  Person,  or  the  one  spoken  to ;  as, 

thou,  you. 

3.  The  Third  Person,  or  the  one  spoken  of;  as, 

he,  she,  it. 
The  personal  pronouns  have  the  three  cases  spoken 
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of  in  nouns.  The  changes  they  undergo  are  shown 
in  the  following  table : 

First  Person  Second  Person  Third  Person 

Singular  Plural         Singular  Plural  Singular         Plural 

Nominative  I  we  thou  or  you  you  he,  she,  it  they 
Possessive  my  our  thine  or  your  your  his,  hers,  its  their 
Objective      me      us      thee  or  you       you      him,  her,  it     them 

Let  the  pupils  find  the  pronouns  in  the  lesson  and 
state  the  case  and  the  person.  Let  them  illustrate  the 
use  of  the  pronouns  in  the  above  table. 

Test  them  in  spelling  the  nouns  in  the  last  paragraph 
of  the  lesson. 

Collect  the  home  work. 

For  home  work,  let  the  pupils  write  compositions 
about  their  families,  bringing  in  as  many  of  the  personal 
pronouns  as  they  possibly  can. 


XIV.    THE  JOYS  OF  THE  FEAST 

While  Jan  Lamar  was  meditating  on  the 
beauty  of  the  scene,  a  clear  voice  broke  out  in 
a  song,  and  all  the  company  joined  in  the 
chorus.  It  was  one  of  the  folk  songs  of  a 
happy  people,  and  referred  to  the  days  when 
mirth  and  joy  swayed  the  hearts  of  simple  folk 
living  close  to  nature.  The  hundreds  of  voices 
blended  harmoniously,  and  as  the  chorus  died 
away  in  the  woods  near  by,  the  clear  tones  of 
the  solo  singer  seemed  to  follow  them  with  the 
invitation  to  return,  and  again  they  burst  upon 
the  ears  as  the  sound  of  many  waters. 
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No  sooner  was  the  folk  son^^  ended  than 
troops  of  boys  and  girls  ran  on  the  green  and 
began  a  folk  dance,  which  was  taken  up  by  all 
the  young  people.  The  music  was  furnished  by 
a  violin,  accompanied  by  a  sweet  sounding 
accordion.  The  time  was  perfect,  and  the 
dancing  of  the  young  people  graceful  and  ex- 
pressive. The  cool  evening  breeze,  as  well  as 
the  movements  of  the  dancers,  displayed  the 
bright  colored  ribbons  worn  by  the  girls,  while 
the  young  men  exhibited  to  the  best  advantage 
their  many  colored  vests  and  the  gay  feathers 
they  wore  in  their  hats.  Mr.  Lamar  had  seen 
many  court  dances,  but  never  had  he  witnessed 
men  and  women  enjoying  themselves  as  these. 
The  background  of  field  and  forest,  the  sky  red 
with  the  rays  of  the  setting  sun,  and  the  song 
of  the  birds,  added  greater  glory  to  the  dance 
than  costly  adornments  artistically  arranged  in 
enclosed  halls.  It  was  not  long  before  all  who 
could  dance  were  on  the  green,  and  those  who 
still  remained  at  table  kept  time  by  softly  clap- 
ping their  hands,  or  striking  the  glass,  or 
tapping  softly  on  the  table.  There  was  no 
discord;  whatever  part  each  took,  he  was  care- 
ful that  it  harmonized  with  the  whole. 

But  the  most  beautiful  part  of  the  feast,  in 
this  good-night  from  the  sun,  was  the  descent 
of  all  the  birds  of  the  neighborhood  upon  the 
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tables.  Such  a  flight  of  them  appeared,  with 
such  a  beating  of  wings,  that  the  table  was 
literally  covered  by  them,  and  there  was  a 
living  snow  of  little  warm  feathers.  Friendly 
hands  held  them,  caressed  them  tenderly,  and 
then  released  them.  This  confidence  of  the 
red-breast  and  chaffinch  was  exceedingly  pleas- 
ing to  observe,  and,  in  the  calm  evening  air, 
suggested  to  the  city  man  the  alliance  that 
should  in  future  be  established  between  all 
beings,  and  that  universal  peace  which  should 
reign  between  man,  beast,  and  all  material 
things. 

His  reverie  was  disturbed  by  the  daughter  of 
the  landlord  crying  out:  "Oh,  papa,  see;  mama 
has  a  bird  drinking  out  of  her  glass."  It  was 
true.  The  landlord  smiled  and  nodded.  His 
friend  was  amused  and  touched  by  it.  The 
water  was  fresh  and  pure,  and  the  chief  of  the 
festivity  took  the  glass,  raised  it  into  the  light 
of  the  descending  sun,  and  said :  "Marguerite, 
we  must  drink ;  we  must  drink  to  the  health  of 
our  happy  village."  The  lady  arose,  and  with 
a  glass  in  her  snow-white  hand  she  moistened 
her  lips,  and  then  her  husband  continued:  "To 
the  health  of  our  village,  of  which  today  is  the 
feast.  May  it  always  continue  to  enlarge,  and 
may  it  increase  in  liberty,  in  prosperity,  in 
beauty;  and  may  all  the  earth  be  as  happy  as 
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we  are."  The  landlord  spoke  simply,  without 
pride  or  emphasis.  Every  one  stood  up,  and 
each,  raising-  his  glass  to  his  lips  in  his  turn, 
drank  to  the  prosperity  of  their  village  and 
the  health  of  their  lord. 

MEMORIZE 

"There  are  but  very  few  who  know  how 
to  be  idle  and  innocent,  or  have  a  relish  for 
pleasures  that  are  not  criminal." 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 

GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

Test  the  pupils  in  spelling  words  of  one  and  two 
syllables  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the  lesson. 

The  Possessive  cases  of  the  personal  pronouns  have 
two  forms ;  as,  my  house,  it "  is  mine.  My  always 
accompanies  the  noun ;  mine  stands  alone.  The  same 
is  true  of:  thy,  thine;  our,  ours;  your,  yours;  their, 
theirs.  The  forms,  his  and  its  are  used  with  and 
without  nouns ;  as,  his  cap,  it  is  his. 

Self  is  added  to  the  personal  pronouns  to  form  the 
Reflexive  Pronouns. 

Singular:  myself,  thyself,  yourself,  himself,  herself, 
itself. 

Plural:  ourselves,  yourselves,  themselves. 

Let  the  pupils  find  the  personal  pronouns  in  the 
lesson,  state  to  what  nouns  they  refer,  and  give  the 
person  and  case. 

Let  them  illustrate  the  use  of  the  reflexive  pronouns. 

Test  them  in  spelling  all  the  verbs  in  the  last  para- 
graph of  the  lesson. 

52061 
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Collect  the  home  work. 

For  home  work,  let  the  pupils  write  nine  sentences 
in  which  they  use  the  nine  reflexive  pronouns  given 
above. 


XV.  THE  LAST  DAYS  OF  THE 
GOOD  LANDLORD 

The  years  passed  by,  and  more  and  more 
was  the  landlord  loved  and  honored  by  the 
people  of  the  village.  In  his  old  age  he  was 
handsome  and  reverenced.  The  weight  of 
years  did  not  bend  his  form,  but  his  legs  failed 
him.  His  last  years  were  perfumed  by  the 
tender  love  of  loved  ones  around  him.  Both 
his  wife  and  children  cheered  him.  His  love 
for  them  flowed  as  a  river,  constant  and  strong, 
and  their  love  for  him  kept  his  life  fresh  and 
joyful,  even  in  the  face  of  death.  As  the  end 
was  drawing  near  he  felt  that  he  had  not  lived 
in  vain.  He  had  lived  to  improve  the  lot  of 
others,  and  his  only  concern  was  that  the  peace, 
prosperity,  and  liberty  of  the  village  should  be 
continued  by  his  children  and  grandchildren. 
To  the  last  he  delighted  in  having  the  children 
of  the  village  come  to  him.  He  generally  sat 
in  the  window  of  his  mansion,  where  the  sun 
could  freely  enter.    His  room  was  adorned  with 
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fragrant  flowers,  but  what  he  most  loved  was 
to  have  Httle  lads  and  lassies,  with  fair  curls 
or  brown  locks,  laughing  and  playing  around 
his  easy  chair.  The  lord  watched  them  with 
an  air  of  amusement  and  delight,  for  he  saw 
in  them  the  strength  and  beauty  of  future  years. 
All  the  village  knew  that  the  end  of  the  lord 
was  not  far  off.  The  people  spoke  of  it  in  sub- 
dued tones.  The  landlord  himself  knew  it,  and 
still  he  was  cheerful.  His  son,  overcome  by  a 
great  tenderness  for  his  father,  looked  at  him 
one  day  with  tears  in  his  eyes.  The  father  said : 
"Come,  my  son,  and  press  my  hand;  you  must 
not  be  sorrowful.  You  see  that  we  all  feel 
satisfied.  Be  a  brave  man.  Do  better  by  the 
people  than  I  have  done,  for  nothing  in  life  is 
worth  living  for  but  to  help  your  fellowman." 
His  grandchildren  also  came  to  him.  He  em- 
braced and  kissed  each,  and  said:  "Be  good, 
be  honest,  and  always  be  kind.  You  have 
kissed  me  and  loved  me;  but  love  one  another 
too.  You  will  some  day  know  what  I  have 
accomplished,  and  you  will  do  as  I  have  done ; 
your  children,  in  their  turn,  will  do  as  their 
fathers  did,  with  labor,  energy,  and  much  love." 
This  was  both  a  prayer  and  a  benediction — a 
prayer  that  they  may  in  the  fear  of  God  work 
in  love,  a  benediction  that  they  may  have  from 
their  work  the  blessing  he  enjoyed. 
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MEMORIZE 

"Everyone  needs  a  friend ;  be  sure  to  be  one 
to  somebody;  and  remember  that  God  sent 
His  Son  into  the  world  to  be  the  friend  of 
every  man." 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 

GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

Some  pronouns  are  used  to  ask  questions.  These 
pronouns  are  called  Interrogative  Pronouns:  who? 
which?  what? 

Who  has  the  three  cases: 

Nominative  who 

Possessive  whose 

Objective  whom 

These  are  used  for  masculine  and  feminine,  for 
singular  and  plural.  Who  is  used  of  persons ;  as,  "Who 
sings  ?" 

Which  is  used  of  things;  as,  "Of  the  four  chairs 
which  do  you  want?" 

What  is  used  of  things;  as,  "What  do  you  buy?" 

Both  which  an^  zvhat  are  used  as  adjectives;  as, 
"Which  house  do  you  live  in?"  "What  book  do  you 
want?" 

Let  the  pupils  form  a  dozen  sentences  using  the 
above  pronouns  and  write  them  on  the  blackboard. 

Test  the  pupils  in  spelling  the  nouns  in  the  first 
part  of  the  lesson. 

Collect  the  home  work. 

For  home  work,  let  the  pupils  write  a  dozen  ques- 
tions using  the  interrogative  pronouns. 
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XVI.    THE  FRIENDS'  FAREWELL 

As  the  landlord  sat  at  the  window,  looking 
over  the  village,  and  the  fields  of  golden  grain 
in  the  light  of  the  setting  sun,  he  said:  ''How 
beautiful  is  our  town,  how  calm  the  evening, 
how  pure  the  atmosphere."  His  friend,  Jan 
Lamar,  came  to  visit  him  in  the  cool  of  the 
day.  He  also  was  old  and  gray,  and  knew  that 
they  would  soon  be  separated.  They  spoke  of 
many  things  which  had  engaged  their  interest 
for  the  good  of  their  fellowmen.  When  the 
hour  of  parting  came,  the  landlord  said :  "Fare- 
well, my  friend.  I  will  see  you  no  more.  Do 
not  be  sad;  death  is  good  and  necessary.  We 
live  in  the  hope  of  immortality,  and  to  him  who 
believes,  there  is  no  death.  We  have  already 
done  our  day's  work — we  shall  soon  rest  from 
our  labors.  My  humble  prayer  is :  The  labor 
of  our  hands,  bless  Thou  it.'  "  ''Farewell," 
said  the  city  man.  "Your  labor  tells  all  how  you 
have  loved  and  worked  and  hoped.  Each  one 
born  into  the  world  has  his  task.  You  found 
yours  and  your  day's  work  is  done.  You  will 
rest  from  your  labor  and  find  generous  re- 
ward." They  parted  serene,  cheerful,  hopeful. 
Death  had  no  terror  to  them ;  they  looked  upon 
the  coming  rest  as  good  workmen  do  who  retire 
to  sleep  after  the  day's  toil  is  done. . 
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That  evening  the  priest,  who  had  grown  old 
in  the  service  of  the  village,  came  to  visit  the 
landlord.  He  knew  that  his  life  was  hid  in 
God.  He  came  more  as  a  friend  than  a  priest. 
The  landlord,  however,  led  the  conversation 
upon  the  last  things,  and  wanted  the  priest  to 
recount  to  him  the  promises  of  the  faith  they 
had  long  professed.  The  man  of  God  said: 
''To  him  who  lives  in  God,  there  is  no  death. 
The  corruptible  shall  put  on  incorruption,  and 
the  mortal,  immortality.  All  tears  shall  be 
wiped  away  from  our  eyes,  all  sorrow  taken 
from  our  hearts,  and  we  shall  enjoy  the  society 
of  the  spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect."  The 
landlord  prayed.  Most  of  his  words  were  not 
audible,  but  those  nearest  him  heard:  "O  God, 
be  not  far  from  me.  Put  not  away  Thy  servant 
in  anger.''  That  night  he  passed  away.  The 
following  day  the  sky  was  cloudless  and  the 
sun  was  warm  and  bright.  The  people  of  the 
village  walked  quietly  by  the  mansion  where 
the  dead  lay,  and  reverently  removed  their  hats. 
They  mourned  a  friend,  a  counselor,  and  guide. 
When  he  was  laid  to  rest,  all  wept  for  him  as 
for  a  father. 

Soon  after  th^ landlord  was  buried,  it  became 
evident  that  the  city  man  and  the  priest  were 
profoundly  affected.  They  failed  rapidly. 
They  missed  the  society  of  the  landlord  whom 
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they  loved  so  well,  and  they  began  to  droop. 
They  also  felt  that  the  end  was  near,  and  within 
a  few  months  they  had  joined  their  friend  in 
the  regions  of  eternal  day. 

MEMORIZE 

''What  need  I?  I  am  quite  willing  to  live 
on  little.  A  cloak,  a  horse,  and  a  sword.  As 
to  my  God,  He  is  not  to  be  bought;  He  asks 
but  little,  only  my  heart." 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 

GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

The  pronouns,  who,  zvhich,  zvhat,  and  that,  are  used 
to  refer  to  nouns  going  before  in  the  sentence ;  as, 
'This  is  the  house  zvhich  I  bought."  "Happy  is  the 
man  zvho  jfinds  wisdom."  They  are  called  Relative 
Pronouns,  and  the  noun  going  before  is  called  the 
Antecedent. 

Who  refers  always  to  persons ;  as  "The  boy  who 
sclimbed  the  tree." 

Which  refers  always  to  things  and  animals ;  as,  "The 
desk  which  I  use." 

That  refers  to  persons  and  things ;  as,  "The  horse 
that  ran  away."     "The  boy  that  came  to  school." 

What  is  used  when  the  noun  to  which  it  refers  is 
omitted ;  as,  "What  I  bring  will  give  you  pleasure," 
i.  e.,  "the  thing  or  things  zvhich  I  bring,"  etc. 

Relative  pronouns  also  refer  to  pronouns ;  as,  "to 
him  who  believes." 

Let  the  pupils  find  the  relative  pronouns  in  the 
lesson. 
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Test  them  in  spelling  words  of  one  and  two  syllables 
in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  lesson. 

Ask  for  the  principal  parts  of  the  verbs  in  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  lesson. 

Collect  the  home  work. 

For  home  work,  let  the  pupils  compose  twenty 
sentences  which  show  the  use  of  the  relative  pronouns. 


XVII.    THE  GOOD  BISHOP 

The  Bishop's  house  was  next  to  the  hospital. 
It  was  a  large,  beautiful  palace,  with  many 
large  rooms,  a  wide  court,  and  a  garden  with 
shady  trees.  The  hospital  was  a  small  one- 
story  house,  with  no  court,  and  only  a  small 
garden.  On  the  third  day  after  the  Bishop's 
arrival,  he  visited  the  hospital,  and  after  the 
visit  he  asked  the  director  to  come  to  his  palace. 

"How  many  sick  people  are  there  in  that 
hospital?"  he  asked. 

"Twenty-six,  sir.  The  beds  are  very  close 
together." 

"I  noticed  it,"  said  the  Bishop. 

"The  wards  are  only  bedrooms,  and  it  is 
hard  to  air  them." 

"I  thought  so,"  added  the  good  man. 

"And  then,"  said  the  director,  "when  the  sun 
shines,  the  garden  is  very  small  for  those  pa- 
tients who  are  getting  well." 
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'1  said  so  to  myself,"  said  the  Bishop. 

"During  fevers,  we  have  had  as  many  as 
one  hundred  sick  persons,  and  we  do  not  know 
what  to  do  with  them." 

'That  thought  came  to  my  mind." 

''What  would  you  have,  sir  ?"  said  the  direc- 
tor.   "We  must  put  up  with  it." 

They  talked  in  the  dining  hall  on  the  ground 
floor,  a  long  and  fine  room,  in  which  a  state 
dinner  was  once  given.  The  Bishop  was  silent 
for  a  moment,  and  then  turned  quickly  to  the 
director : 

"How  many  beds,"  he  asked  him,  "do  you 
think  that  this  room  alone  would  hold?" 

"The  Bishop's  dining  room?"  asked  the 
frightened  director. 

The  Bishop  looked  around  the  room  and 
seemed  to  be  measuring  it.  "It  would  hold 
twenty  beds,"  he  said  to  himself,  and  then 
raising  his  voice  he  added,  "Come,  director, 
ril  tell  you  what  it  is.  There  is  plainly  a  mis- 
take. You  have  twenty-six  persons  in  those 
five  or  six  small  rooms.  There  are  only  three 
of  us,  and  we  have  these  large  rooms  which 
will  hold  fifty.  There  is  a  mistake,  I  repeat ; 
you  have  this  house  and  I  will  have  that." 

The  next  day  the  twenty-six  poor  sick  people 
were  brought  into  the  Bishop's  palace,  and  the 
Bishop  went  to  live  in  the  hospital. 
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MEMORIZE 

"Search  thine  own  heart.    What  paineth  thee 
In  others,  in  thyself  may  be ; 
All  dust  is  frail,  all  flesh  is  weak ; 

Be  thou  the  true  man  thou  dost  seek." 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 

GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

When  we  want  to  speak  definitely  of  the  thing 
named,  we  use  the  pronouns  (singular)  this,  that; 
(plural)  these,  those;  as,  "This  (near  me)  is  the  book 
I  want" ;  "that  (away  from  me)  is  the  book  you  want." 
These  are  called  Demonstrative  Pronouns. 

Let  the  pupils  read  the  lesson  and  find  the  demon- 
strative pronouns  in  it. 

Call  attention  to  what  in  the  above  stanza  to  be 
memorized  as  an  example  of  the  relative  pronoun. 

Test  the  pupils  in  spelling  w^ords  in  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  lesson. 

Ask  for  the  plural  and  the  spelling  of :  man,  patient, 
person,  director,  twenty,  fifty,  child,  hero,  cargo,  negro, 
piano. 

Collect  the  home  work. 

For  home  work,  let  the  pupils  study  the  above  four 
lines  of  poetry  and  write  out  what  they  suggest  to 
them. 
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XVIII.    THE  BISHOP  AND  HIS 
GUEST 

A  stranger  came  to  the  Bishop's  town  and 
could  find  lodging  nowhere.  He  came  at  last 
to  the  Bishop's  house  and  said:  '1  am  a  galley 
slave.  All  have  turned  me  off,  and  some  good 
woman  pointed  this  house  to  me.  What  sort 
of  a  house  is  this  ?  I  am  tired  and  very  hungry. 
Will  you  let  me  stay  here?" 

The  Bishop  turned  and  said  to  the  maid: 
"Lay  another  knife  and  fork."  ''Wait  a 
minute,"  said  the  tramp.  ''Did  you  not  hear  me 
say,  I  am  a  convict?  Here  is  my  yellow  pass- 
port. It  says  I  am  a  dangerous  man.  Will  you 
give  me  food  and  bed?    Have  you  a  stable?" 

"Maid,"  said  the  Bishop,  "put  clean  sheets 
on  the  bed."  Then  turning  to  the  tramp  he 
said:  "Sit  down  and  warm  yourself.  Supper 
will  be  ready  directly." 

When  supper  was  served,  the  man  paid  no 
attention  to  anyone,  but  ate  as  a  hungry  wolf, 
and  soon  went  to  bed,  led  by  the  good  Bishop. 

As  the  church  bells  pealed  two  o'clock,  the 
convict  awoke.  He  got  up  and  saw  again  the 
silver  that  was  on  the  table  of  the  good  Bishop. 
He  softly  went  into  the  room  where  it  was  kept, 
put  it  in  his  bag,  left  the  house  and  ran. 

The  following  morning  the  maid  said :  "The 
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basket  with  the  silver  is  gone."  Very  soon  it 
was  known  that  the  tramp  had  stolen  it  and 
the  good  Bishop  said:  ''Was  that  plate  ours? 
It  belonged  to  the  poor,  and  this  tramp  was  a 
poor  man." 

When  they  were  at  breakfast,  a  knock  was 
heard,  and  soon  three  soldiers  led  in  the  tramp. 
The  Bishop  advanced  and  said :  ''Ah,  there  you 
are.  I  am  glad  to  see  you  again.  Why,  I  gave 
you  the  silver  candlesticks  also.  Why  did  you 
not  take  them  with  the  rest  of  the  silver?" 

"Bishop,"  said  the  soldier,  "what  this  man 
told  us  then  was  true?"  "He  told  you  that 
an  old  priest,  in  whose  house  he  spent  the  night, 
gave  some  silver  to  him.  And  you  brought  him 
back  here?  That  is  your  mistake."  "Then," 
said  the  soldier,  "we  can  let  him  go?"  "Of 
course,"  said  the  Bishop. 

"Before  you  go,"  added  the  Bishop  to  the 
tramp,  "take  the  candlesticks,"  and  he  handed 
them  to  him.  The  man  was  trembling  in  every 
limb.  The  Bishop  told  the  soldiers:  "Gentle- 
men, you  can  return."  He  then  walked  up  to 
the  convict  and  said:  "Never  forget  that  you 
have  promised  me  to  become  an  honest  man. 
My  brother,  you  no  longer  belong  to  evil,  but  to 
good.  I  have  bought  your  soul  of  you.  I  with- 
draw it  from  black  thoughts  and  the  spirit  of 
the  lost,  and  give  it  to  God." 
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MEMORIZE 

"Ah !  not  to  be  happy  alone, 
Are  men  sent,  or  to  be  glad. 
Oft-times  the  sweetest  music  is  made 
By  the  voices  of  the  sad." 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 

GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

We  use  pronouns  to  point  out  something  that  is 
indefinite ;  as,  "There  is  none  perfect,  no  not  one/' 

These  pronouns  are  Indefinite  Pronouns,  and  the 
most  common  are:  one,  none,  any,  some,  each,  every, 
either,  neither,  other,  another,  somebody,  something, 
nothing,  anything.  The  first  eight  of  these  can  be 
used  as  adjectives. 

Let  the  pupils  go  through  the  lesson  and  classify 
the  pronouns  in  it,  under  the  five  kinds  of  pronouns 
specified  in  the  past  five  lessons. 

Review  the  declension  of  the  personal  pronouns, 
and  let  the  pupils  form  sentences  illustrating  the  use 
of  the  possessive  and  objective  cases. 

Collect  the  home  work. 

Let  the  pupils,  for  home  work,  write  compositions 
about  any  good  man  they  know. 
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XIX.    THE  BISHOP  AND  THE 
ROBBER 

Up  in  the  mountains  some  quiet  and  honest 
shepherds  hved  who  made  pretty  woolen  ropes 
of  different  colors,  and  played  mountain  airs 
on  six-holed  flutes.  They  wanted  to  hear  about 
heaven,  and  the  Bishop  had  not  visited  them 
for  three  years.  He  was  on  his  way  to  them 
when  an  officer  told  him: 

'The  mountain  is  held  by  a  bold  and  dan- 
gerous robber;  you  better  take  a  troop  of 
soldiers  to  guard  you." 

''No,"  said  the  Bishop,  "I  want  no  soldiers. 
I  will  start  in  an  hour." 

"But,  Bishop,  the  robbers !" 

"Ah,  you  are  right,  I  may  meet  them.  They 
too  want  to  hear  about  heaven." 

"Sir,  they  will  rob  you,"  said  the  officer. 

"I  have  nothing,"  answered  the  Bishop. 

"They  will  kill  you." 

"A  poor  old  priest  who  passes  by,  saying  his 
prayers?  Nonsense!  What  good  would  that 
do  them?" 

"Oh,  good  Lord,  if  you  were  to  meet  them !" 

"I  would  ask  them  for  alms  for  my  poor." 

"Oh,  Bishop,  do  not  go.  In  heaven's  name 
do  not,  for  you  risk  your  life." 

"My  good  sir,"  said  the  Bishop,  "is  that  all? 
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I  am  not  in  this  world  to  save  my  life,  but  to 
save  souls." 

The  good  Bishop  left,  at  his  side  a  boy  who 
said  he  would  show  him  the  way.  He  stayed 
two  weeks  with  the  poor  shepherds,  and  before 
he  left  he  said  he  would  sing  a  Te  Deum  as  a 
pontiff.  The  priest  said:  ''We  have  no  robes 
and  no  ornaments.'' 

"Nonsense,''  said  the  Bishop,  "say  I  will  sing 
a  Te  Deum.  It  will  come  right  in  the  end." 
They  tried  to  borrow  robes  and  ornaments,  but 
could  not.  In  this  trouble,  two  men  on  horse- 
back came  and  left  a  box  at  the  church  and  then 
rode  away.  They  opened  it  and  found  the 
richest  robes  and  ornaments  worn  by  a  Bishop. 
In  it  was  a  note  with  the  words :  "The  robbers 
to  Bishop.    Welcome." 

The  Bishop  smiled  and  said:  "Did  I  not  tell 
you  that  it  would  be  all  right?" 

He  returned  home  and  said :  "The  poor  priest 
went  to  the  shepherds  with  empty  hands  and 
returns  with  his  hands  full.  Never  let  us  be 
afraid  of  robbers ;  let  us  be  afraid  of  ourselves. 
The  great  dangers  are  not  outside,  but  in  our- 
selves. Let  us  not  trouble  about  w4iat  threatens 
our  head  and  purse,  but  only  think  of  what 
threatens  our  souls." 
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MEMORIZE 

"For  each  day  brings  its  well  appointed  toil, 
And  every  hour  its  grateful  sum  of  care ; 
And  life  grows  sweeter,  and  the  gracious  world 
Shows  day  by  day  more  fair." 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 

GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

Adjectives  are  used  to  describe  the  quality  of  a 
noun;  as,  "a  happy  man." 

Some  adjectives  express  quality ;  as,  "a  large  house"  ; 
"a  tall  man."     These  are  Adjectives   of   Quality. 

Others  express  quantity;  as,  "He  has  little  virtue"; 
"a  fezv  apples."     These  are  Adjectives  of  Quantity. 

A  or  an,  and  the  are  adjectives,  but  are  generally 
called  Articles. 

A  or  an  is  used  when  one  thing  is  spoken  of;  as, 
"a  table" ;  an  orange." 

A  is  used  before  words  beginning  with  a  consonant ; 
as,  "a  5ook,"  "a  /lorse." 

An  is  used  before  words  beginning  with  a  vowel ; 
as,  "an  apple" ;  "an  open  door." 

The  is  used  before  a  word  denoting  one  particular 
person  or  thing ;  as,  "the  boy." 

A  or  an  is  called  the  Indefinite  Article;  the  the 
Definite  Article. 

Let  the  pupils  classify  the  adjectives  in  the  lesson 
as  they  express  quality  or  quantity.  Test  them  in 
spelling  these. 

Ask  for  the  principal  parts  of  the  verbs  in  the  last 
paragraph ;  as,  "I  return,  I  returned,  I  have  returned" ; 
"I  say,  I  said,  I  have  said" ;  etc. 
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Collect  the  home  work. 

Let  the  pupils,  for  home  work,  write  twenty  sen- 
tences using  ten  adjectives  of  quality  and  ten  of 
quantity. 


XX.    A  SHIP  ON  FIRE 

The  dangers  of  the  high  seas  are  well  illus- 
trated by  the  fate  of  the  ship  Oriole,  which  left 
Philadelphia  with  a  cargo  of  petroleum  for  a 
distant  port.  When  far  out  in  the  ocean  a  fire 
was  discovered  in  the  fore  hatch.  It  was  night. 
The  waters  were  very  smooth,  but  soon  the 
whole  forward  part  of  the  vessel  was  in  flames. 
The  burning  ship  lighted  up  the  sea  for  miles 
around,  and  the  sky  reflected  the  glare  of  the 
flames,  so  that  it  could  be  seen  at  a  great  dis- 
tance. The  men  on  board  fought  furiously  to 
keep  the  flames  from  the  petroleum  in  the  hold, 
but  their  efforts  proved  unsuccessful.  The  fire 
ate  its  way  inch  by  inch,  and,  reaching  the 
inflammable  material,  a  tremendous  explosion, 
like  the  roar  of  distant  thunder,  occurred.  The 
masts  fell,  with  a  mighty  crash,  over  the  side 
of  the  ship,  leaving  it  a  dismantled  hulk,  en- 
veloped in  dense  smoke. 

When  the  burning  ship  was  again  visible, 
debris  of  all  kinds  floated  in  the  water,  and  the 
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hull,  burning  fiercely,  was  fast  nearing  the 
water's  edge.  The  bow,  a  few  minutes  later, 
rose  high  out  of  the  water,  and  the  ship  went 
down  stern  first.  The  smoke  clung  to  the 
waters,  but  soon  it  began  to  lift,  and  all  that 
marked  the  place  where  the  stately  ship  stood 
were  floating  pieces  of  wreck  and  cargo,  some 
of  which  was  still  burning. 

After  the  explosion,  the  ship's  boat  was 
lowered,  and  was  now  seen  picking  its  way 
through  the  burning  pieces  of  wreck.  The  boat 
was  overloaded,  and  sat  deeply  in  the  waters, 
but  the  elements  seemed  friendly  to  the  un- 
fortunate crew,  whose  ark  of  safety  moved 
slowly  over  the  deep.  The  brave  men  were 
saved,  for  a  friendly  vessel,  having  seen  in 
the  distance  the  reflection  of  the  burning  ship, 
directed  its  course  to  it,  and  rescued  them. 

MEMORIZE 

"Yet  courage,  brothers !  we  trust  the  wave, 
With  God  above  us  our  guiding  chart ; 
So,  whether  to  harbor  or  ocean  grave. 
Be  it  still  with  a  cheery  heart." 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 

GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

Adjectives  have  three  degrees  of  comparison: 
Positive,  Comparative,  Superlative;  as,  happy,  hap- 
pier, happiest. 
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The  Positive  is  the  adjective  in  its  simplest  form; 
as,  "a  tall  boy." 

The  Comparative  is  used  when  one  person  or  thing 
possesses  a  given  quahty  in  a  higher  degree  than  an- 
other. It  is  formed  by  adding  er  to  the  adjective  or 
putting  more  before  it ;  as,  "The  boy  is  talkr  than  the 
girl."     'This  picture  is  more  beautiful  than  that." 

The  Superlative  is  used  when  one  person  or  thing 
possesses  a  given  quality  in  a  greater  degree  than  any 
or  all  of  the  rest.  It  is  formed  by  adding  est  to  the 
adjective,  or  putting  most  before  it ;  as,  "John  is  the 
tsiWest  in  the  class."  "This  is  the  most  beautiful  house 
in  town." 

Er  or  est  is  added  to  adjectives  of  one  or  two  sylla- 
bles; those  of  more  than  two  syllables  take  more  and 
most. 

Let  the  pupils  find  the  adjectives  in  the  lesson  and 
give  the  comparison  of  each. 

Test  the  pupils  in  spelling  the  adjectives  in  the 
lesson. 

Let  the  pupils  spell  the  plurals  of  the  following 
nouns :  cargo,  hatch,  sky,  inch,  minute,  piece,  course. 

Call  attention  to  the  possessive  forms :  "ship's  boat," 
"water's  edge,"  and  "whose  ark." 

Collect  the  home  work. 

Let  the  pupils,  for  home  work,  write  out  and  give 
the  comparison  of  twenty  adjectives. 
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XXI.     BEAR  HUNTING 

Bear  hunting  is  fine  sport,  but  it  is  often  ac- 
companied with  great  danger.  Three  men  went 
on  a  trip  to  hunt,  and  soon  they  came  upon 
the  track  of  a  bear.  They  followed  it  patiently 
until  they  found  that  the  bear  had  gone  up  a 
huge  tree,  which  was  old  and  had  been  broken 
off  some  seventy  feet  from  the  ground.  One 
of  the  hunters  managed  to  climb  the  tree,  and, 
looking  at  the  top,  he  saw  a  hollow  in  which 
the  bear  had  made  his  lair.  He  then  very  care- 
fully crept  to  the  edge  of  the  hollow  and  looked 
in.  The  first  thing  he  saw  was  a  pair  of  eyes, 
several  feet  below  him,  staring  steadily  at  him. 
The  man  seized  his  gun  and  fired  into  the 
tree;  then  he  went  back  to  a  limb  of  the  tree, 
in  order  to  reload  the  gun.  No  sooner,  how- 
ever, had  he  begun  to  retreat  than  a  bear  with 
two  cubs  came  out  of  the  hollow  of  the  tree. 
The  hunters  below  were  watching  their  com- 
panion, and  as  soon  as  the  bear  appeared,  one 
of  them  fired,  but  missed  the  enraged  brute. 
The  two  cubs  took  to  the  limbs,  but  the  old  bear, 
enraged,  made  straight  toward  the  hunter  on 
the  limb.  It  was  a  critical  moment,  for  the  man 
did  not  have  time  to  reload.  When  the  bear 
was  only  a  few  feet  away  from  him,  a  second 
shot  from  below  was  more  successful.     The 
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bear  was  hit.  It  reeled  and  fell.  As  it  went 
down,  it  just  brushed  against  the  hunter  in  his 
perilous  position.  The  cubs  were  soon  shot, 
and  the  hunters  returned  home  with  an  ample 
supply  of  meat  for  their  families. 

At  another  time,  some  hunters  saw  a  bear 
swimming  across  a  river.  The  party  was  in 
a  boat,  and  at  once  they  put  themselves  between 
the  beast  and  the  shore  for  which  it  was  mak- 
ing. The  hunters  leveled  their  guns  and  fired, 
but  no  shot  proved  fatal.  The  bear  was 
wounded,  but  kept  on  swimming.  The  shots, 
however,  enraged  it,  and,  finding  its  path  cut 
off,  it  at  once  made  for  the  boat.  The  men 
were  reloading  their  guns,  but  before  they  had 
time  to  do  so,  the  bear  had  its  paw  on  the  side 
of  the  boat.  It  was  a  serious  moment.  If  the 
bear  got  aboard,  it  would,  without  doubt,  clear 
the  deck.  One  of  the  hunters,  however,  had 
presence  of  mind  to  seize  an  axe  and  dealt  the 
bear  a  blow  on  the  head  that  killed  it.  The  men 
drew  it  ashore,  and  that  evening  enjoyed  a 
feast. 

MEMORIZE 

"You  want  to  do  great  things ;  to  bleed  and 
die  for  your  country.  Citizenship  does  not 
demand  any  such  act  of  heroism.  Do  the 
small  things,  the  first  one  that  comes  to  you, 
and  a  second  will  immediately  come." 
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QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 
GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

Some  adjectives  form  their  comparison  Irregularly. 
These  are  called  Irregular  Adjectives.  They  are  as 
follows : 


^ositive                Comparative 

Superlative 

good                    better 

best 

bad                       worse 

worst 

little                      less 

least 

much  or  many     more 

most 

late                        latter  or 

later 

latter  or  latest 

Test  the  students  in  the  use  of  these  irregular  adjec- 
tives. See  if  they  can  write  the  adjectives  and  their 
comparison  on  the  blackboard. 

Let  them  find  the  adjectives  in  the  first  part  of  the 
lesson. 

Test  them  in  spelling  these. 

Ask  for  the  principal  parts  of  the  following  verbs: 
go,  come,  find,  break,  climb,  creep,  begin,  take,  do,  hit, 
fall,  shoot,  swim,  put,  deal. 

Collect  the  home  work. 

For  home  work,  let  the  pupils  write  twenty  sen- 
tences each  showing  the  use  of  one  or  two  of  the 
irregular  adjectives. 
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XXII.    TAMING  A  WILD  HORSE 

To  tame  a  wild  horse  requires  skill  and  reso- 
lution. The  following  effort  shows  how  it  may 
prove  a  risk}-  task,  when  a  spirited  animal  is  to 
be  tamed.  The  horse  in  question  was  a  fine 
specimen,  graceful,  with  shining  coat,  flowing 
tail  and  mane,  and  eyes  like  orbs  of  fire.  The 
man  who  took  it  in  hand  was  a  master  rider, 
knew  no  fear,  and  had  tamed  many  such  ani- 
mals. He  skilfully  mounted  this  one,  and  at 
once  the  horse  protested,  with  enlarged  nostrils 
and  eyes  still  more  glaring ;  it  dashed  forward, 
leaped  off  the  ground,  reared  and  plunged  furi- 
ously, resolved  to  throw  oft*  the  rider  and  be 
free.  The  man  kept  his  seat  and  the  animal 
was  soon  in  a  bath  of  foam  and  blood,  and  yet 
it  kept  up  the  conflict.  It  snorted  fiercely,  ran 
hither  and  thither,  attempted  by  many  tricks 
to  throw  off  the  captor,  and  failed.  The  tamer 
knew  his  business,  and  the  lordship  of  man  over 
the  brute  animals  was  never  more  splendidly 
shown.  At  length,  the  horse  dashed  up  the 
street  on  which  stood  the  leading  hotel  of  the 
town.  The  front  doors  and  windows  were  open 
to  admit  the  air.  Quick  as  a  flash,  the  horse 
sprang  upon  the  piazza,  and  dashed  into  the 
bar-room.  The  rider's  head  struck  against  the 
top  of  the  door,  and  he  fell  stunned  to  the  floor. 
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The  men  in  the  bar-room  fled  in  every  direc- 
tion. The  portly  bar-keeper  forced  his  way 
through  a  small  window.  The  horse  was  given 
full  possession  of  the  room.  He  dashed  furi- 
ously at  the  bar  and  upset  it.  He  smashed  a 
splendid  mirror  into  a  thousand  pieces.  He 
broke  the  cut  glass  decanters,  and  the  contents 
ran  upon  the  floor.  He  then  attacked  the  large 
arm-chairs  and  broke  them  to  pieces.  Having 
destroyed  all  that  was  of  value  in  the  bar-room, 
he  passed  through  a  side  door  into  a  larger 
room.  The  rider  by  this  time  had  recovered 
and  rUvShed  after  the  horse.  The  animal  was 
leaving  the  house  when  the  rider,  with  sur- 
prising skill,  sprang  upon  his  back.  The  con- 
test was  soon  over.  The  man  was  master  of 
the  situation.  The  horse,  reduced  almost  to 
prostration,  yielded  to  the  hand  of  the  master, 
then  became  his  gentle  and  submissive  slave. 


MEMORIZE 

"So  long  Thy  power  hath  blessed  me,  sure  it  still 

Will  lead  me  on, 
O'er  moor  and  fen,  o'er  crag  and  torrent,  till 

The  night  is  gone  ; 
And  with  the  morn  those  angel  faces  smile. 

Which  I  have  loved  long  since,  and  lost  awhile.* 

QUESTION  the  pupils  on  the  lesson. 
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GRAMMAR  EXERCISE 

Review  the  grammar  lessons. 

1.  The  use  of  capitals. 

2.  The  marks  of  punctuation. 

3.  The    noun :    Kinds    of   nouns ;    their   gender ; 

how  they  form  the  plural. 

4.  The  pronoun :  The  declension  of  the  personal 

pronouns ;  the  relative  and  interrogative  pro- 
nouns. 

5.  The  adjectives  and  their  comparison. 

Let  the  pupils  give  illustrations  of  the  rules  which 
you  recall  to  their  memory. 
Collect  the  home  work. 
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